
Deuteronomy 25 Study Guide 

More Laws on Various Subjects 

A. Two laws to protect criminals and animals. 
 

1. A limit on corporal punishment (Deu 25:1-3) 
 

a. They justify the righteous and condemn the guilty: This is the simple 
responsibility of all government and courts. As Paul described the role 
of government in Romans 13:4. 
 

b. If the wicked man deserves to be beaten: Apparently, God considers that 
some criminals are wicked and deserve to be beaten. We seem to have a 
justice system today that considers itself more compassionate and kinder 
than God Himself, yet we can't say that we live in a more just or safe 
society. 
 

c. Forty blows may he give him and no more: Though sometimes a beating 
was the appropriate punishment, God also agrees with the idea that there 
is a such thing as excessive punishment, and this was intended to prevent 
excessive punishment. Additionally, the beating was to be administered 
in the presence of the judge (and be beaten in his presence), so he could 
make sure the punishment was not excessive. 

 
2. The command to not muzzle the ox.  (Deu 25:4) 

You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain. 
 

a. You shall not muzzle an ox: This law simply commanded the humane 
treatment of a working animal 
 

b. You shall not muzzle an ox: In 1 Corinthians 9:9 and 1 Timothy 5:18 
Paul applied this principle to the minister's right to be supported by the 
people the ministers 
 

B. Two laws dealing with family matters. 
 

1. The marriage obligation of surviving brothers (Deu 25:5-10) 
 

a. One of them dies and has no son: In ancient Israel it was seen as a great 
tragedy for a man to die without leaving descendants to carry on his 
name, and to give his family inheritance to. Therefore, if a man dies and 
has no son, it was the responsibility of one of his brothers to take the 



deceased brother's widow as a wife and perform the duty of a husband's 
brother to her. 
 

b. "The practice of levirate marriage … was not peculiar to Israel, for it 
was practiced among the Hittites and Assyrians as well as in countries 
such as India, Africa and South America." (Thompson) 

 
c. He will not perform the duty of my husband's brother: If the brothers of 

the deceased man refused to take this responsibility, they were to be 
called to open shame by the widow. The shame was compounded as they 
would remove his sandal and the widow would spit in his face 
When a son was born to this union, it would not be counted as the son of 
the surviving brother, but as son to the deceased brother. 

 
2. Wives forbidden to interfere in their husband's fights (Deu 25:11-12) 

 
a. Then you shall cut off her hand: In this difficult passage, various 

suggestions have been made as to why such a severe punishment was 
commanded 
 

b. Two laws commanding justice. 
 

1. God commands weights and measures be just (Deu 25:13-16) 
 

2. God commands Israel to justly destroy Amalek (Deu 25:17-19) 
 

a. Remember what Amalek did: The Amalekite attack on the 
Israelites is recorded in Exodus 17. In response, Joshua led 
the armies of Israel in victory over the Amalekites as 
Moses prayed for them, assisted by Aaron and Hur. 
 

b. Blot out the remembrance of Amalek under heaven: 
Because of God's strong command to battle against Amalek 
until they were completely conquered, many see the 
Amalekites as a picture of our flesh. 
 

c. When the LORD your God has given you rest: Israel was to 
make this war against the Amalekites later, when they were 
at rest in the land. Some 400 years later, God directed Saul 
to make war against the Amalekites, and his failure to 
completely destroy them was the primary act of 
disobedience which cost Saul the throne (1 Samuel 15:2-9; 
28:18). 


